Topic 8. Examine substantive functions.

A substantive has different grammatical and syntactical functions within
the sentence.

The dec/ension inflects the grammatical role, number, and gender of a
substantive.

Some characteristics are completely functional. Others are a combination of
a function and grammar. In human communication, it is not possible to com-
pletely separate the two.

Classify grammatical role functions.

The grammatical role of a substantive positions its actor relative to its master
word. The subject is the aczor. The direct object receives the effecz. The indirect
object receives the enefit. The possession is the owner. The address is spoken to.

Each grammatical role has a continuous range of functions, with a center of
gravity for each role.

Classify subject role functions.

The actor effects the action, for example, donaletal o€ T& Téxva ‘the children
greet you’ 2 John 1:13, o0 0wxev nuiv ¢ Oeoc mvedpa detdiag ‘God did not give us
a wimpy character’ 2 Timothy 3:7.

The predicare equates to the subject by a coupling action, for example, %
Xp& Subv 3} memAnpwévy ‘your joy can be complete’ 2 John 1:12, 8 oty cwTip
mavtwy avlpwmwy ‘he is the savior of all men’ 1 Timothy 4:10. The coupling ac-
tion is usually some form of the action eivat ‘be’, yevéoar ‘become’, or vmépyewv
‘exist’.

An apposition equates with the subject, for example, €otar ued’ nuiv xdpis
gheog eipnyn mapa Beol matpos “God the father will give us favor, mercy, and
peace’ 2 John 1:3, dAéEavdpos 6 yaxels ‘Alexander the smith’ 2 Timothy 4:14. It
is like the predicate, except there is no coupling action.

The absolute is a grammatically independent function of the subject, such as
a title or an address, for example, 6 mpeciTepos éxdextfj xupia ‘from the elder to
the special lady’ 2 John 1:1.
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A proverb is a subject in a sentence absent an action, for example, 6 BaaiAets
Té&v Bactievdvtwy ‘he is the king among kings’ 1 Timothy 6:15.

An address is the recipient of speech. Although the address has its own gram-
matical form, it may sometimes appear in the subject role, for example, Téxvov
unov, évovvayol ‘my son, stay strong’ 2 Timothy 2:1.

An exclamation may appear independent of a sentence, for example, 1d¢ %
TN rov xal ol adeAdol pov look—my mother and brothers’ Mark 3:34.

Classify possession role functions.

An owner possesses something, for example, Tév xep&dv pov ‘my hands’ 2
Timothy 1:6.

A description modifies another thing, for example, 6 edayyéAtov tfs 065ns ‘the
wonderful good news’ 1 Timothy 1:11.

A relationship marks a family connection, for example, To¥ viol ol matpog
‘the son of the father’ 2 John 1:3, péc yvvaixog dvdpa ‘the husband of one wife’
1 Timothy 3:2.

A whole marks the entire part of a division, for example, éx mdvtwy pe
éppuaato 0 xUplog ‘the lord saved me from every one’ 2 Timothy 3:11.

A parr marks a portion of a whole, for example, elpnxa éx T@v Téxvwy gou
mepimatolvrag év aAnbeia ‘I discovered some of your children living genuinely’
2 John 1:4.

A quality names an attribute of something, for example, domdletal oe Ta
Téxva THg GoeAdiic gou THg éxAextiic ‘Your children greet you, special sister’ 2
John 1:13, 6 Tijc dixalootvns otédbavos ‘the crown of righteousness’ 2 Timothy
4:8.

An attributed has the quality of something, for example, uy pévwv év T
odaxdi Tol xptoTol ‘they do not stick to the teaching about the messiah’ 2 John
1:9, 70 dvopa Tol Oeoli ‘God’s name’ 1 Timothy 6:1.

A material specifies composition, for example, yépov ypuaol xal apydpouv xal
AtBou Tiplov ‘containers made from silver, gold, precious stones’ Revelation 18:12.

A content specifies what something contains, for example, év xatynyopia
acwtlas 1§ avumotaxta ‘accusation of wild living or rebelliousness’ Titus 1:6.

An apposition equates with the object, for example, ingol ypiotol ‘Jesus the
messiah’ Titus 1:1.

The source indicates origin, for example, gotar ped” Hudv xdpis EAeos eiphvy
napa Beot ‘God will grant us grace, mercy, and peace’ 2 John 1:3, 6 Adyog ToU beod
‘God’s word’ 2 Timothy 2:9.
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Examine substantive functions.

A destination indicates the target direction, for example, émioxomijc dpéyeTat
‘aspires to the position of overseer’ 1 Timothy 3:1.

A purpose is the motivating factor, for example, {(MAwTHv xaAdv €pywy ‘zeal-
ous for good deeds’ Titus 2:14.

The predicare makes an assertion about something, for example, (adT@v)
Wevdordywy (elvar) ‘(they are) liars 1 Timothy 4:2.

A subordinate expresses inferior rank, for example, Tol cwtijpog Nudv ‘our
savior’ Titus 1:3.

A superior expresses higher rank, for example, dméotolog ypiotol ‘a represen-
tative of the messiah’ 1 Timothy 1:1.

A producer makes something, for example, xticua 6eol ‘God’s creation’ 1
Timothy 4:4.

A product specifies something made, for example, éAmida {wijc aiwviov ‘the
hope of eternal life’ Titus 3:7.

A separation indicates the point of departure, for example, amootroovtal Tiveg
Tij¢ mloTews ‘some people will wander from the faith’ 1 Timothy 4:1.

A comparison likens two things, for example, dmiotov yelpwy ‘worse than an
unbeliever’ 1 Timothy 5:8.

A subject acts on something, for example, Ty émddveiav avtol ‘his appear-
ance’ 2 Timothy 4:8.

An o/ject is acted on by something, for example, gou Tij¢ vedTyTog xaTadpoveitw
‘despise your youth’ 1 Timothy 4:12.

A guantity specifies the amount of something, for example, mpoeoTéTeg
npecButepot O1mAfs Tidis ‘pay the elders double’ 1 Timothy 5:17.

A rime specifies when something occurs, for example, Tais mpooeuyals vuxTos
xal Nuépag ‘in prayer all the time’ 1 Timothy 5:5.

A manner specifies how something occurs, for example, pepvnuévos gov T@v
daxpiwy ‘I remember you with tears’ 2 Timothy 1:4.

An sgent specifies who does something, for example, mayida to0 diafdéiov
‘the devil’s trap’ 1 Timothy 3:7.

An association indicates a relationship with something, for example, d&vfpwme
Oeol ‘man of God!” 1 Timothy 6:11.

Certain words take a ¢/erenz in the possession role, for example, mpogeuyds
OTEp mavTwy avbpwmwy, UmEp Padidéwy xal TavTwy TRV v UTepoyfj GvTwy ‘prayers
for everyone, including kings and all important people’ 1 Timothy 2:2.
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Examine substantive functions.

Classify indirect object role functions.

An indirect o/ject specifies who receives the action, for example, 0y EXeog 6
oixw ‘show mercy to the family’ 2 Timothy 1:16.

An absolute is grammatically independent of an action, for example, ¢
npeaBUTepog éxAexti xupla ‘from the elder, to the special lady’ 2 John 1:1.

An object may have an advanzage from the action, for example, eUypnoTov 6
oeomoty) ‘useful to his master’ 2 Timothy 2:21.

An object may have a Jisadvaniage from the action, for example, moMa pot
xaxa ‘a lot of harm to me’ 2 Timothy 4:14.

A destination specifies the direction of the action, for example, dydueva
embuplals ‘they lead them into lusts’ 2 Timothy 3:6.

A recipient receives the object in action-less constructions, for example,
ebyaploTiag Tois moTois ‘generously share them with the faithful’ 1 Timothy 5:3.

An owner possesses the object, for example, gol yaplopatos ‘your special gift’
1 Timothy 4:14.

An apposition equates with the object, for example, Tiwoféw yynolw téxvew év
mioTel “Timothy, my loyal son in the faith’ 1 Timothy 1:2.

A Jocation specifies where the action occurs, for example, mopevouevos ig
naxedoviay ‘travel to Macedonia’ 1 Timothy 1:3.

A rime specifies when the action occurs, for example, ébavépwaey xalpois
i0totg oV Adyov adtol ‘he revealed his word at just the right time’ 1 Timothy 6:15.

A manner explains how the action occurs, for example, yuvy év Novyia
navfavétw ‘a woman should learn quietly’ 1 Timothy 2:11.

An instrument states the means of the action, for example, yuvaixapia
ceqwpevpeva apaptials ‘idle women burdened with sin’ 2 Timothy 3:6.

An agent explains who accomplishes the action, for example, dixaiw8évteg 7]
éxelvou yapitt ‘he makes us righteous by that mercy’ Titus 3:7.

A measure specifies the quantity of the action, for example, un oivw moMG
mpoaéxovtas ‘not addicted to a lot of wine’ 1 Timothy 3:8.

A cause explains why the action is produced, for example, Tois £pyois apvotivrat
‘their conduct betrays them’ Titus 1:16.

A cognate shares the same morphological stem with the action, for example,
yuvaixag év xatagToA]j xoouiw xoouelv équTag ‘women must wear appropriate
clothing’ 1 Timothy 2:9.
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Examine substantive functions.

A material specifies the substance used to effect the action, for example,
yuvaixas év xatacTol]] xooien XooKEV quTds ‘women must wear appropriate
clothing’ 1 Timothy 2:9.

A content completes an action of filling, for example, mpogexe 77 avayvwoel,
T mapaxAnioel, Tj odaoxaia ‘pay attention to reading, persuasion, and instruc-
tion’ 1 Timothy 4:13.

Certain words take a r¢ferenz in the indirect object role, for example,
mpoayovaal i xplatv ‘they lead to judgment’ 1 Timothy 5:24.

Classify direct object role functions.

An object receives the action, for example, eidwg Toito ‘know this’ 1 Timothy
1:6.

A double object identifies both the person and also the thing, éxeivog vud
dwdket mavta ‘he will teach you everything’ John 14:26.

A cognate shares a stem with the action, for example, otpatedy T)v xainy
otpatelay ‘battle the good battle’ 1 Timothy 1:18.

A predicate asserts a characteristic of the object, for example, Tov émioxomov
GuemiAnunTov elvat ‘an overseer must be beyond criticism’ 1 Timothy 3:2.

An impersonal subject is the subject of an impersonal action, for example,
Bovdopat mpoaedyeahat Tovs dvopag I want men to pray’ 1 Timothy 2:8.

An impersonal object is the object of an impersonal action, for example,
uaptuptay xaAny éxewv ‘have a good reputation’ 1 Timothy 3:7.

A participle subject is the actor of a participle, for example, ot v aA%0etay THY
uévouaay év Nuiv ‘this because the truth remains in us’ 2 John 1:2.

An apposition equates with the object, for example, ingoliv xpioTov éynyepuévov
éx vexp@v ‘Jesus the messiah rose from the dead’ 2 Timothy 2:8.

A description qualifies the action, for example, e xal of Aowrol $6Bov Exwaty
‘then everyone else will be afraid’ 1 Timothy 5:20.

A measure indicates the quantity of the action, for example, éuol évoeiéntal
xplotos Ty amacay paxpobupiay ‘the messiah demonstrated complete patience
with me’ 1 Timothy 1:16.

An object may be a r¢ference to something, for example, xata Tag idiag
embuplag éautols émowpetaovaty ddaoxatovs ‘they will find teachers of their
own choice’ 2 Timothy 4:3.

Certain directions take a r¢/erenz in the direct object role, for example,
Aidmixev éml Oeov ‘she hopes in God’ 1 Timothy 5:3.
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Examine substantive functions.

Classify address role functions.

An addressee is the named recipient, for example, xal viv épwtd o€, xvpla 1
urge you, lady’ 2 John 1:5.

An emphatic is used with deep emotion, for example, & yovai, pueyddy oov 9
mioTis ‘you have strong faith, woman’ Matthew 15:28.

An apposition equates with the addressee, for example, €pyov, xUpie ingol
‘come, lord Jesus’ Revelation 22:20.
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